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Horatio Down the Tubes 


Chris Hall, Curator of Exhibits 


(with editorial apologies for the omission of credit 
for his fabulous article, “Has Something Happened 
to the Sea, or we all Wet?” in Rhumb Line #55) 


This quizzically-shaped 
object is but one of many 
examples in our forth-com- 
ing exhibit, The Sea 
Within Us: Iconically 
Maritime in Fashion and 
Design, that reveals the con- 


voluted paths we bequeath 
to our maritime icons. Such is the price of 
becoming iconic: transformation beyond all 
recognition, doomed to immortality in the fes- 
oe iin cae of the popular imagination. 
What you see is a 
plumber’s flanger, used to 
flare lead pipes to create 
interlocking end joints 
before soldering. It is 
turned from lignum-vitae, 
a very dense tropical hard- 


a wood, widely used before 
This trademark is 
stamped on the side. 


1940 for the rotating 
sheaves in ship's blocks, 
bearings, and other situations requiring resist- 
ance to wear. (Though why flaring soft lead 
tubes requires such qualities is unclear.) 

Now, if this humble plumber’s tool does 
not make you immedi- 
ately think of Rear 
Admiral Sir Horatio 
Nelson, Hero of the 
Nile, a sailor’s sailor, 
Icon of icons, Saviour 
of the free world, or at 
least the British 
Empire, try again. 


Lemuel Francis Abbot's 
portrait of Nelson, 1798 


Every major city in 
Great Britain vied to laud this naval hero; 
every adoring citizen wanted a piece of the 
Admiral, including Emma Hamilton, his 
future mistress: 

T walk and tread in the air with pride, feeling 
I was born in the same land with the victor 
Nelson... For God’s sake come to Naples soon... 
My dress from head to foot is alla Nelson. Even my 


The monument logo stamped in the lignum vitae 
appears to be either Nelson’s Column, in Trafalgar 
Square, London, or, more likely, given the fence 
about the top, Nelson’s Pillar, in Dublin. Your choice. 


shawl is in Blue with gold anchors all over. My 
earrings are Nelson's anchors; in short, we are be- 
Nelsoned all over.” —Emma to Horatio, 1798 

Long after Nelson was dutifully enshrined 
in Westminster Abbey, such monuments 
broadcast the glory and dominion of 
England’s empire, so much so that the IRA 
blew up Nelson’s Pillar in 1966 (no casual- 
ties). This act actually inspired three Irish 
popular folk songs, among them Up Went 
Nelson and Nelson’ Farewell. 

And at some point some years before the 
Pillar went down, a purveyor to the plumbing 
trade decided that the ‘Monument’ brand 
impressed upon his tools would resonate with 
the qualities of heroic forth-rightness, and 
upstanding dependability that time and the pop- 
ular imagination have endowed not just to the 
iconic mariner, but also his very monuments. 

Though his cold stone Pillar is gone, 
Nelson might take consolation in the greater 
longevity of warm-blooded ideas: the 
wrestling grip known as the Full Nelson 
(Quarter, Half, Three-Quarter, in its variants), 
loosely attributed to the Admiral’s battle tactic 
of surrounding the enemy, has evolved into a 
term of wider linguistic use. Giving something 
the ‘Full Nelson’ has come to mean ‘giving it 
your all’, ‘the full treatment’, ‘the works’, ‘the 
whole shebang’, ‘getting the job done right’. 

So, for more iconic convolutions, confir- 
mations, and confabulations in the maritime 
way, convene with us for The Sea Within Us, 
Iconically Maritime in Fashion and Design, 
to open January 17, 2009 (Members Opening 
January 16, 5-7 pm. Wear nautical attire!) 


Fin Fishing Photographs 
from the Collections 


Nathan Lipfert, Senior Curator 


(with editorial apologies for the omission of 
credit for his article, “Telling Stories with Marine 
Paintings” in Rhumb Line #55, also fabulous) 


A fisherman's son takes a summer person 
for a sail on the fishing sloop Hatte A out 
of Matinicus. This photograph does not 


represent wonderful documentation of the 


fisheries — the seine boat towing behind is 
probably there just so the photographer could take pictures of the 
sloop from it — but is interesting for showing what a young man 
from a fishing family would wear in the early 20th century. Despite 
the availability of rubber boots in this time period, he has knee-high 
leather boots, lower than the thigh-high versions popular in the 19th 
century. Presumably, these boots would not be as sweaty as rubber 
ones. The photograph was taken by artist Sidney M. Chase in the 
1911-1924 period. PC-47, Sidney M. Chase Photographs 


7a A hose sucks herring 


out of a stop net pocket 
into the sardine carrier 
Ida Mae in 1968 or 
1969. The photograph 
“was taken by K. 
Richard Trenholm, 
married to the original 
Ida Mae. The vessel’s 
home port was Bar mao: at the time, and she was owned by the 
Stinson Canning Company, gathering sardines caught mostly in 
the Prospect Harbor — Winter Harbor area. In the dory, drying 
out the net to consolidate the fish for the sucker tube, is Lyle 
Ford’s stop seining crew of Hancock, Maine. In earlier years, the 
herring passed through a scale separator on the way into the carri- 
er’s hold. The fish scales were used in paint and cosmetics to gen- 
erate a metallic sheen, before synthetic substitutes were developed. 
PC-157, K. Richard Trenholm Photographs 


Fishermen carry a big halibut 
ashore at Monhegan Island, 
strung on an oar. The fish was 
likely caught with a hook-and- 
line. The punt they are hoisting F& 
him out of looks barely large | 
enough to hold the fish, let 


alone the gentleman at the 


right, so perhaps they caught the fish oni a adi or larger eect: 
A crowd of summer folks is gathering to watch the fun. The pic- 


Continues on page 2 


a 


Inside this issue 
From the Chart Table 


Volunteer News 


Programs and Events 


Calendar of Events 


2 
2 
3 
3 
4 


Young Mariners 


MAINE MARITIME MUSEUM 
243 Washington Street, Bath, Maine 04530 


www.mainemaritimemuseum.org 


Nonprofit Org. 
USS. Postage 
PAID 


Bath, ME 04530 
Permit No. 10 


From the Chart Table 


Fin Fishing Photographs 
from the Collections 
Continued from page 1. 


ture was taken by a tourist, in fact, 
documenting his or her 1903 trip to 
Monhegan. A number of good early 
fishing photographs are taken by 
tourists or artists, in fact. Fishermen 
like these were a little busy to be 
taking pictures. PC-17, Monhegan 
Island Album 


Flying scissors snip heads and tails 
off sardines, to fit the can. These 
ladies (does anyone recognize them?) 
were working at the Bath Canning 
Company in 1948 or 1949, when 
Massachusetts photographer Richard 
Merrill documented the whole sar- 
dine operation, including shots of 
fish spotter planes, fishing vessels, 
stop seining, weirs, sardine carriers, 
and many pictures of the canning 
plant at Bath. PC-123, Richard 
Merrill Photographs 


| Net Worth: The Rise & Fall of 
Maine's Fisheries 


May 2 — August 30, 2009 


Members Opening Reception 
May 1, 5-7 pm 


2 4 The Rhumb Line 


We try to have fun working at the Museum, but we take 

our responsibility for preserving and honoring Maine’s mar. 
itime heritage very seriously. Caring for a 20-acre historic | 
shipyard with a dozen buildings, three piers, and literally 
thousands of collections objects is an expensive proposition 

We run a lean operation and try to minimize expenses 


where we can, but our obligations to the stewardship of ou 


collection are non-negotiable. For example, the constant cli 
mate we maintain in our Maritime History Building to 
ns in stable condition is a huge expense. 


Volunteer News 


Why I Volunteer 


Jim Drake, Greeter and Trustee 

> =As a volunteer Greeter and Trustee at Maine 
Maritime Museum, there are several things that are 
important to me. I take great pleasure in introduc- 
ing our fine Museum to our guests from all over the 
world and I want to help our Maine audience get to 
know the Museum by getting our incredible story 
out to the community. 
Learning how our visitors get to Maine, learn 
about the Museum, and find their way here always 
fascinates me, and giving our visitors their first 
greeting and hand shake inside our Museum is a 
privilege. While I probably spend too much time 


chatting with them when they enter Sewall Hall, at the same time, I have 


heard some amazing stories! One which jumps out is a conversation I had with 
two elderly gentlemen who were visiting from Germany this past summer: In 


___fesponse to my question, “What brings you to Maine?” I learned that both 
men had been prisoners of war during World War II in the POW camp in 

____ Aroostook County. By the end of the war they had become friends with their 
- captors, US GI’s and they now return about every five years for a visit with 


them. When I prodded them further, as to what it was like after they were 
repatriated, I learned that as part of the peace agreement with Germany, pris- 
oners of war had to return to London to help rebuild the city...and that’s 
where these men went. 

At the end of the day, what more can you ask for? Greeters have fun on the 


job and Trustees work in a congenial setting to meet various challenges. That 
makes every day a good day! 


NEW Volunteers 


Jody Watson (Administration & Library); Greger Anderson, Brooks 
Degomez, Jeff Roller, John Norton, and Matt Cowley (Maintenance); Richard 
Fisher, Fran Vigneau, Scott Swank, Jim McQuaide, Lynn Rider, Vicki 
Skydell, Ken Shepherd, and John Graham (Boatshop). Welcome to Maine 


Maritime Museum’s Volunteer Program —we are happy you are here! 


Volunteer Recognition, _ 


October 15,2008 _ 


Cy Kendrick, Gloria Pelc, Ivon Boyer, 
and Stew Anderson receive apprecia-_ 
tion for their outstanding efforts dur- 
ing the past year on behalf of MMM. 
Cy, Ivon, and Stew spent Wednesdays 
restoring the kitchen at Donnell House 
in addition to their other volunteer _ 
work, including Launch Tank Demo, 
Sherman Zwicker, Donnell House — 
Docent, Maintenance, and Volunteer 
Council. Gloria has led the Hospitality 
effort at Museum functions, including 
new Exhibit Openings, Quartermasters 
Days, Symposiums, Volunteer Picnic, 
and Recognition Party. Gloria also 
serves as a Greeter and is a member of 
the Volunteer Council. 


Cece 


| SAVE THE DATE!! 


ry 


| MMM VOLUNTEER BREAKFAST 


5 


eta aaa ae 


| Long Reach Hall 
March 11, 2009, 8:30-10:30 am 
Bring a Friend! 


| January 2009 


Basic Coastal Navigation 
Tuesdays, January 13 - March 3, 7-9 pm 
Members $75/Non-members $80 

Limit 25. Dividers and a plotter required 

(may be purchased in Museum Store) 

This course meets weekly for 8 weeks 
and introduces boaters to the methods 
needed to safely pilot a boat. Course fee 
includes text book and chart used during 
class. Course content will cover under- 
standing nautical charts, navigator’s 
tools, dead reckoning, and piloting skills. 
The course requires taking a general 
knowledge exam and solving navigation- 
al problems on a chart. This is a great 
way to learn the basic skills of navigation 
or brush up before summer. 


Advanced Coastal Navigation 
Tuesdays, March 10 - April 28, 7-9 pm 
Members $35/Non-members $40 

Limit 25. Successful Completion of Basic 
Coastal Navigation is a pre-requisite 

This challenging course, taught by US 
Coast Guard Auxiliary instructors, will 
continue where the basic navigation class 
left off. Students will learn how to calcu- 
late set and drift, use tide and tidal cur- 
rent tables, tidal current diagrams, 
electronic navigation including the basics 
of Loran-C, GPS, and radar operation as 
well as fuel and voyage planning. This 
course requires 4-6 hours of study and 
problem solving per week. Students will 
take a general knowledge exam and solve 
navigational problems on a chart. 


Marine RADAR 

Wednesday, February 18, 6-8 pn OR 
Wednesday, March 25, 2-4 pm 

Members $45/Non-members $50, Limit 25 


| U.S. Power Squadron 


| instructors cover many 
aspects of radar: func- 
| tions, selection, opera- 
tion under various 

=... conditions including 
setting of controls, display interpreta- 
tion, basic navigation, and collision 
avoidance. The workshop includes The 
Radar Book by Kevin Monahan and 


student notes with copies of slides. 


Onboard Weather Forecasting 
Thursday, January 22, 2-4 pm OR 
Thursday, February 26, 6-8 pm 
Members$40/Non-members $45, Limit 25 


Changing weather conditions can con- 


vert a beautiful day on the water into 
potentially life threatening conditions. 
Forecasting upcoming weather is one 
of the top priorities for safe boating 
and understanding the fundamentals of 
the weather can help you make correct 
decisions. U.S. Power Squadron 
instructors explain weather systems, 
how to understand clouds and their 
changes, using changing wind direc- 
tion, temperature, and pressure to hone 
in on emerging weather fronts. The 
workshop includes McGraw-Hill 
Onboard Weather Forecasting waterproof 
Captain’s Quick Guide. 


“Authors at 8 Bells” 

All programs are from noon to 1 pm. 
January 22: Colin Sargent, Museum of 
Human Beings, February 5: Carole Lambert, 
A Passion for Sea Glass, February 19: Greg 
Rossel, The Boatbuilder’s Apprentice, March 5: 
Twain Braden, In Peril: A Daring Decision, a 
Captain’ Resolve, and the Salvage that Made 
History, March 19: Bill Bunting, Live Yankees, 
The Sewalls and their Ships 

FREE (donations accepted). For box lunches, 
call 443-1316, ext. O for options and pricing. 
This winter, warm up with a lunch time 
author reading and book signing. This 
winter's series has us gathering Thursdays 
at noon in Long Reach Hall. Meet sever- 
al of Maine’s leading maritime authors. 
Guests are welcome to bring their own 
lunch or make a reservation with the 
Museum and place an order for a boxed 
lunch. Books will be available for pur- 
chase and author signing. 


Celestial Navigation II: Sight 
Reduction of Stars and Planets 
Wednesdays and Thursdays, March 4 — 26, 
6:30 — 8:30 pm 

Members $80/Non-members $90 

Course Instructor, Donald Murphy 
USCG Commander Ret. continues 
where Celestial Navigation I left off. 
Through classroom study and first- 
hand experience, students will learn 
how to perform sight reductions of 
stars and planets and use computer 
software to calculate sight reductions. 
Celestial Navigation I is not a prereq- 
uisite, however students should have 
their own sextant, be able to correct 
sextant readings for height of eye, 
refraction, and sextant error, and be 
able to arrive at observed altitude. 


Downeast Shipmodelers’ Guild 


A reminder that the Downeast Shipmodelers’ Guild meets at Maine Maritime 
Museum's Education Building (229 Washington Street, Bath) at 6:30 pm on the 
second Wednesday of each month. For more information, contact Tad Lyford at 


(207)443-1316 ext 339 or lyford@maritimeme.org. 


January 2009 


Calendar of Events 


January 
13 Basic Coastal Navigation Course begins, 7-9 pm 
16 Members Opening Reception , 5-7 pm 
The Sea Within Us: Iconically Maritime in Fashion and Design 
17 The Sea Within Us: Iconically Maritime in Fashion and Design 
exhibit opens to the public 
22 “Authors at 8 Bells” Book Reading and Signing, Colin Sargent, noon 
22 Onboard Weather Forecasting Workshop, 2-4 pm 


February 

5 “Authors at 8 Bells” Carole Lambert, A Passion for Sea Glass, noon 
18 Marine RADAR Workshop, 6-8 pm 

19 “Authors at 8 Bells” Greg Rossel, The Boatbuilder’s Apprentice, noon 

26 Onboard Weather Forecasting Workshop, 6-8 pm 


March 
4 Celestial Navigation II Course begins, 6:30-8:30 pm 
5 “Authors at 8 Bells” Twain Braden, Jn Peril: A Daring Decision, a 
Captains Resolve, and the Salvage that Made History, noon 
10 Advanced Coastal Navigation Course begins, 7-9 pm 
11 Volunteer Breakfast—Bring a Friend, 8:30-10:30 am 
19 “Authors at 8 Bells” Bill Bunting, Live Yankees, The Sewalls and 
their Ships, noon 
21 Celebrate “Crossing the Line” with FREE Admission at MMM 
25 Marine RADAR Workshop, 2-4 pm 


April 
1 Volunteer Open House, 5-7 pm 


8 New Volunteer Orientation, 10 am —noon, 1-3 pm 
25 37th Annual Albert Reed & Thelma Walker Maritime History 
Symposium: Fisheries, Past, Present and Future, 8 am-8:30 pm 


Symposium on the Fisheries, 


Past, Present and Future 

37th Annual Walker Maritime History Symposium, 

April 25, 8 am - 8:30 pm 

Members $76.50/Non-members $85 (Includes all lectures and panel discussions, continental 
breakfast, lunch, dinner, fish house punch, dessert and coffee.) 

The 2009 Symposium will be held slightly in advance of the opening of our 
spring exhibit, Net Worth: The Rise and Fall of Maine’ Fin Fisheries. The 
Symposium will be a multi-disciplinary look at the fisheries, branching out 
from our usual approach. The following is our rich and varied speaker line-up: 


Science: Fish, Fishing, and Ecosystems - Anne Hayden of Bowdoin College 
and. National Fisherman, Tora Johnson, author of Entanglements: The Intertwined 
Fates of Whales and Fishermen and faculty member at University of Maine at 
Machias, and Dr. Shelly Tallack of the Gulf of Maine Research Institute. 


History: Fishing, Fisheries, Fishing Vessels - William Leavenworth of the 
Gulf of Maine Cod Project, David Walker of the Maritime Museum of the 
Atlantic, and Ben Fuller of the Penobscot Marine Museum. 


Fishing and Society: Fishing Men and Women and their Lives - Karen 
Alexander of the University of New Hampshire, Captain James Cottle, author 
of In Danger at Sea: Adventures of a New England Fishing Family, and Glen 
Libby of the Midcoast Fishermen’s Association. 


Archaeology: Prehistoric, Historic, and Underwater - Matt Lawrence of the 
Stellwagen Bank Marine Sanctuary, Gerald Bigelow of University of Southern 
Maine, and Arthur Spiess of the Maine Historic Preservation Commission. 


Policy: Fisheries Management and the Future - Will Martin, chair of the 
International Marine Stewardship Council, George Lapointe, Commissioner of 
the Maine Department of Marine Resources, and Dr. James Wilson of the 
University of Maine. 

Please note this year’s Symposium will be a one-day event. We will still have the tradi- 
tional Fish House Punch reception, interesting presentations, and time for discussion, 
without a three-day commitment. Contact Nathan Lipfert at lipfert@maritimeme.org 


or 207-443-1316, ext. 328, with any questions. Registration should begin in January 
and information will be available at www.mainemaritimemuseum. org. 


The Rhumb Line fi; < 


Business Partners 


Please support the businesses that 
support MMM. 


_ Antiques, Crafts 
_ Halcyon Yarn 
Maine Antique Dealers Association 
_ Thomaston Place Auction Galleries, Inc. 
Arts & Entertainment 
Back River Music Works 
‘Winters Gone Farm and Alpaca Store 
Automotive _ 
Atlantic Motorcar Services 
_ Energy Services 
MW Sewall 
Engineering, Manufacturing, Construction 
Southworth International Group 
Financial, Legal, Insurance, Medical 
Bath Savings Institution 
Cross Insurance 
Holden Agency Insurance 
Maine Bank & Trust 
Moncure & Barnicle 
PretiFlaherty 
RBC Wealth Management 
Fine Furniture, Cabinetry 
The Kennebec Company 
Food & Lodging 
74 Maine Bistro 
Byrnes’ Irish Pub 


Comfort Inn of Brunswick 


Holiday Inn of Bath 


_ The Galen C. Moses House 


_ Harraseeket Inn 
Henry and Marty 


_ ‘Huber’s Market 


Inn at Bath 
Kennebec Tavern 

Kenniston Hill Inn B&B 

Mae's Cafe & Bakery 

Maine Lobster Direct 

Now Youre Cooking: A Cook’s Emporium 
Sarah's Cafe and Twin Schooners Pub 
Sebasco Harbor Resort 

Starlight Café 

Simply Elegant Catering 

The Topside Inn 

True North Events and Catering 
Franchise 

_ Franchise Direct 

_ Hardware, Lumber, Contracting 
Ames True Value 

_ Carl A. Bickford, Inc. 

Correct Building Products 
Rogers. Ace Hardware 


: oo | 
__ Sheepscot Valley Conservation Association. 
. ‘The Theatre Project : - . 


| What I liked about my 
birthday party was the 

f treasure hunt where we 
= found different things in 
B the Museum. It was fun 
| because we got to see all 


sorts of pictures, boats, 
statues and scan ave we were on the treasure hunt. It was 
fun making the crafts. We made crowns and since my birth- 
day party was a mermaid party they fit perfectly with the 
theme. It was fun to see one of my friends open the treasure 
chest and get the goody bags that were given to everybody 
at my party. I especially loved the pifiata... I broke it open 


my favorite parts was opening the presents and eating the 
cake. My Mom put mermaids on it since it was a mermaid 
party. And we all wore mermaid costumes and looked like 
mermaids from sea. Thank you MMM and especially Tad 
for making my birthday party a great success. 


Sincerely, 


Zenaide W. McCarthy 


August 11-15, 2009, 9. AM - 4PM 

Weekly rate: Members $220/Non-members $240 

Early drop off (8 am) and late pickup (5:30 pm) $25 
Limit 24 campers. Ages 7-11. Snacks provided. Bring lunch. 


Join MMM for a week of seafaring adventure and ship- 
building traditions! We will explore life on, and beyond, the 
Kennebec River! We'll make a ship model, go sailing on a 
real schooner, explore a tidepool, build a colonial wattle and 
daub house, and learn sailor skills (and have fun) on our 
new play ship! This camp is planned for a week where there 
is no camp at the YMCA. (See Rhumb Line #55 for the 
rave reviews of our 2008 campers.) For more info and reser- 


vations, call (207 443-1316, ext 0. 


MMM was pleased to host The Bath Area Family YMCA 
Festival of Trees. December 2 and 3 saw over 500 guests at 
the Museum to view the 26 beautiful trees sponsored by 
local businesses and decorated by non-profit organizations. 
Museum Educator Jim Nelson (Pirate Black Jim Spudcake) 
entertained little ones at “Tots and Trees.” 


MMM conducted a state-wide Young Maritime Artists 
Search in collaboration with the American Society of 
Marine Artists (ASMA). The entries were juried by ASMA 
Fellows Loretta Krupinski, Ian Marshall and the Museum 
Curator of Exhibits, Chris Hall. The winning selections are 


on display in the Kramer Gallery: 


1st Place: “Hauling in for Winter” pen and ink by 
Jadrien Cousens of Newburgh, Maine. Jadrien is a student 
at Hampden Academy in Hampden Maine, where he is 
involved in the Advanced Placement Art Program. 

2nd Place: “Harvey Gamage” canvas and wood by 
Kari Oransky of South Freeport, Maine. Kari is a 
senior at Freeport High School, where she is a member 
of the Art Club. 

3rd Place: “The Pirate Anne Bonny” pencil sketch by 
Betsy Nelson of Harpswell, Maine. Betsy is a 14 year old 
home schooled student. 

Honorable Mention: “Idle Work” soft pastel by Hallie 
Powers of Harpswell, Maine. Hallie is a student at North 
Yarmouth Academy, where her art teacher is Mimi Ollins. 
“Sailing Past Peaks” watercolor by Noelle Webster of 
Cape Elizabeth, Maine. Noelle’s art teacher is Marguerite 
Lawler-Rohner at Cape Elizabeth High School. 


Prizes include tuition to an ASMA painting workshop, a 
years membership in ASMA and Maine Maritime 
Museum, limited edition prints by ASMA artists, gift cer- 
tificates, and painting easels. The Museum wishes to thank 
ASMA, Artist & Craftsman Supply, and Gorrilla Painters 


for their prize contributions for this event. 


On November 
1, 2008, ASMA 
, member Steve 
Burns braved 
the elements to 
paint en plein 

5 air at the 
Museum as part 
of the American 

7 Society of 
Marine aie 2008 New Ena Exhibition Opening and 
Benefit. Over 250 attended the event where ASMA artists 
and Maine artisans sold work and donated a percentage of 
their profits to benefit the Museum. MPBN contributed 
art and jewelry was also a part of the evening. 


